
WHS:  Four Months in Review 

 

  Willow Hill School opened its doors on Tuesday, September 2nd, to sixty (60) students, eighteen (18) of whom were 
new. The year is going well for students, faculty and staff, and is flying by.  In just four (4) months, we have hosted 
the Fall Festival, Harvest Dance, Internet Safety Program, Thanksgiving Breakfast, Holiday Gathering/Book Fair  
and launched the Annual Fund “Community Spirit” Campaign.   
 

  Preparations are underway for the Spring musical.  The cast has been selected, rehearsals start in January 2009 and 
work has begun on the set.  The soccer season is over, and now it is time for basketball.   
 

  Last but not least, our senior class, a little anxious and excited, is looking forward to the future, and is in the midst of 
making plans to transition from Willow Hill School.  As you can see, it has been a whirlwind of activity on campus. 
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It Takes a Village 

 

  They say it takes a village to raise a child.  
Actually, it takes a team of dedicated and tal-
ented professionals to nurture and support stu-
dents and to help them develop the skills to 
build the self confidence needed to succeed. 
 

Giving Back to the School and Community-at-Large 

 

  Willow Hill Green Team—During the first term, the Willow 
Hill Green Team was very busy!  The Team, which includes 
Patrick Blake, Dan Harris, Ben Jacobs, and Leslie Kane, col-
lected nearly 1300 items to be recycled, taking time to rinse and 
sort the materials on a weekly basis. The Team initiated the new 
School Spirit Garden located adjacent to the Mason Building.  
Every member of the Team worked diligently to plant 200 bulbs.  
The plants consist of purple hyacinth, white tulips, and purple, 
white, and yellow crocuses. In addition, Green Team students 
contributed to the appearance of the Fall Festival by decorating 
pumpkins, and worked with Barbara Dailey’s Global Issues 
Workshop to prepare for the UNICEF campaign. 
 

 The Green Team has broadened its scope, and is now working on projects to benefit the community-at-large.  On Sat-
urday evening, September 20, Verrill Farm, a well-known staple in Concord, Massachusetts, was destroyed due to an 
electrical fire. The Green Team came to the Farm’s aid, by picking flowers in torrential rains, making it possible for 
the staff to sell fresh floral arrangements.  The Team also orchestrated Willow Hill’s Fall Food Drive and Coats for 
Kids campaigns. 
 

  For its good works, the Willow Hill Green Team was recognized by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs.                             
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Pictured (l-r) are Community Service team members:  
Leslie Kane, Benjamin Jacobs, Patrick Blake, and Dan Harris. 

Pictured, seated (l-r):  Warren Atkinson, Rick Faucher, David Heinsohn-Roe, Tom Rimer; row 2 (l-r):  Jane Lenarsky, Sharon Mshooshian,  
Gail Altman, Barbara Dailey, Margot Law, Abby Reidy, Roberta Schwartz, Tina Kaplan, Larry Corcoran; row 3 (l-r):  Pete Sardelis, Jay Phillips,  
Bill Lutton, Erin Manna, Racheal Mars-Bailey, Peter Hewitt, and David Brainard. 
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A Letter from The Head of School 

 
Mission 

 
 

Willow Hill School provides a 
supportive and individualized 
educational program for middle 
and high school students who 
are capable of advancing along 
a strong academic curriculum, 
but have experienced frustration 
in earlier school settings.   
 
At Willow Hill School, students 
come to understand and 
appreciate their personal 
learning styles and develop the 
skills and habits that enable 
them to succeed as lifelong 
learners and responsible 
members of their communities. 
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Dear Parents and Friends of Willow Hill School, 
 

  I am often asked by parents, representatives from public schools and advocates, “What is so 
different about Willow Hill?”  The answer is simple.  We have great facilities in a beautiful 
setting.  We have current texts, materials, computers and supplies.  Our curriculum is aligned to 
the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.  These are all things that you can see, touch, purchase 
and unpack.  They are all vital to the success of a school and the comfort of its members.  
  However, the answer is incomplete until you consider the intangible ingredients that make this 
school a wonderful place for students.  It is the teachers who work with creativity and diligence 
every day in the classroom to teach students to read, calculate and make sense of their world.  It is 
the coaches who run and play with students; practice fairness, cooperation, sportsmanship and the 
meaning of being part of a team. 
  It is the special assemblies and programs that provide opportunities for individual students to 
shine.  It is watching students applaud fellow classmates at the monthly award assembly as the 
recipients come and shake the hand of the adults presenting the certificate and pin.  It is observing 
students smile as they check out their picture on display in the foyer of the Mason Building.  It is 
community service, the small acts of giving, helping and accepting.  It is the student that arrives 
everyday in all types of weather.  It is the parent that makes certain they get here. 
  This blend of the tangible and intangible elements is what makes Willow Hill School a unique 
place to learn and grow.  It has been a terrific year.  We hope you enjoy reading about the 
accomplishments in this newsletter. 
  On behalf of all members of the school, Best Wishes for the New Year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rhonda Taft-Farrell, Ed.D. 
Head of School 

 

Global Issues Workshop students, pictured in front 
row:  Christopher Mayer, David Russo, Fotini Regan, 
Leslie Kane, Ariana Seymourian, Nate Hubbard, Pat-
rick Blake, Drew Nelms, Kate Roberts, Leanara Con-
sidine; back row:  Cody Moules, John Conboy, Ben 
Ralph, Robert Kinnealey, Dan Harris, John Adams, 
Devin Burke, Charlie Redepenning, Brian Fitzpatrick 
and T J Gillispie. 
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  UNICEF Campaign—As part of a curriculum on human rights, Global Issues Work-
shop students established the Willow Hill Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF Halloween collec-
tion in October.  Community Service students made posters to promote the event.  The 
students set up a table at the Fall Festival, distributed the familiar orange boxes to all 
classrooms, and tallied the donations.  A 
total of $270 was raised for UNICEF.   
 

  Global Issues Workshop students de-
liberated on several options for desig-
nating how this money should be spent, 
and came to a consensus on the follow-
ing items in the UNICEF Inspired Gifts 
catalog:  Water Kits for 10 families, 100 
HIV Test Kits, 10 Wool Blankets, and 
one (1) Insecticide-Treated Mosquito 
Net.  We hope to make UNICEF an an-
nual Willow Hill tradition. 
 

  Toys for Tots—Following a success-
ful UNICEF drive, the Global Issues 
Workshop orchestrated a Toys for Tots drive. The Drive coincided with a unit about the 
world’s children in crisis, beginning with the topic of poverty and homelessness in Amer-
ica.  A flyer requesting donations of non-violent, unwrapped toys was distributed; collec-
tion boxes were posted at the entrances of the Mason and Porter buildings.  Community 
Service students participated by making promotional posters.  Global Issues and Commu-
nity Service students delivered the toys to a local Toys for Tots distribution center. 
                     
 

 

 



Fall Festival  
 

  Fall Festival 2008, sponsored by Willow Hill School and the Willow Hill Parents’ Association, was held on Satur-
day, October 18th, on a crisp, sunny and windy day.  More than 150 people attended the gathering.  All refreshments 
were purchased for $1.00 at the newly established WHS Dollar Food Court.  Refreshments included:  hot dogs, pizza, 
popcorn, cotton candy (a new and popular menu item) and much more. 
 

  Old favorites were present:  ping pong, a moon bounce, and pumpkin decorating.  In addition, new amusements/
entertainment were added:  a dunk tank, strength hammers and Reptile Show!   Students, as well as adults, anxiously 
stood in line to test their rate of bull’s-eye acuity, giving dunkees Keith Bistany, Rick Faucher, Jay Phillps, Tom 
Rimer and Nancy Sweares a good soaking.  The Reptile Show included Simon, the skunk, and a variety of his slith-
ery friends.  A great time was had by all! 
 

  Willow Hill School would like to extend a special “thank you” to all volunteers and businesses that enthusiastically 
supported this event. 
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      Thanksgiving Breakfast 
 

  On November 26th, preparations for the annual Thanksgiving Breakfast were in full gear.   It has been said that “there 
should only be one cook in the kitchen.”  However, there were many cooks, and all worked well and efficiently together, 
resulting in great food, fun and a very appreciative population of students, faculty and staff.   
 

  The Breakfast, sponsored by the Willow Hill Parents’ Association, was a welcome treat and nice diversion from the 
monthly pizza luncheon.  All enjoyed the special menu which included eggs, sausage, fresh fruit and other  
tantalizing treats. 

Pictured above, Harvest Dance revelers strike 
a pose; below, Roberta Schwartz pours Clare 
Pastrick and friend her special witches brew. 

 
 
  The Harvest Dance was 
SPOOKTACULAR!  The music was 
superb, with DJ Bill Lutton at the helm.  
He worked hard to fulfill the music 
wishes of students who provided him 
with suggestions for the event.  Porter 
was hoping with ghouls and goblins 
displaying their prowess on the dance 
floor.  Mistress Margot Law provided 
the frights for the evening at the WHS 
Haunted House for those who dared to 
enter. 
 

  While the Harvest Dance was heating 
up, parents were treated by the Willow Hill Parents’ Association to pizza, salad 
and soft drinks, while attending an Internet Safety Workshop presented by the 
Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council. 

Harvest Dance 

Pictured above (l-r), Leanara Considine, Leslie 
Kane, and Jessica O’Brien form a goolish line 
dance. 

Nathan Hatch signs up for  
ping-pong. 

Dan Harris and Nate Hubbard at 
the strength hammer. 

Colleen Crowley takes aim at the  
dunk tank bull’s eye. 
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Holiday Gathering and Book Fair 
 

  On Thursday, December 4th, the gym was transformed into a winter wonderland.  Snow fell from the gym walls and 
gifts, in the form of centerpieces, were in abundance. The annual Holiday Gathering Pot Luck Buffet was plentiful, 
boasting a wide variety of mouthwatering choices.  There was something for everyone and no one left hungry.  The ca-
maraderie between the parents, staff and students was nice to see. 
 

  The Book Fair was a resounding success!  Students and parents made positive comments about the variety of books 
that were available.  The first two days sales were steady, and Thursday evening was very busy.  We appreciate the vol-
unteers who took the time to help. 

Sports 

 

  Willow Hill School offers a variety of sports, including basketball, cro-
quet and flag football.  This year’s croquet action was intense, but quite 
gentlemanly, as spectators and opponents shouted out advice to the con-
testants.  The soccer season had its ups and downs, but no one could 
accuse the WHS soccer team of resting on its laurels.  We are proud of 
the hard work, dedication and determination that team members put into 
each and every game.  The basketball season is now underway.  Four 
junior varsity and nine varsity games are on the roster.  
 

  The sports component at Willow Hill contributes to team building 
skills and personal growth for our students, and the efforts of those who participate in these activities should be com-
mended. 
 
 

   

Above (l-r), John Conboy, Theo Woodbury and  
Nathan Hatch defend their turf. 

Wishing You a Happy,  

Healthy and  

Prosperous New Year ! 


