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  On Saturday, June 7th, Willow Hill School 
celebrated Summercomes, an annual event to 
recognize the achievements of the senior class 
and the entire student body.  The weather was 
perfect.  Although the temperature rose, there 
was enough of a breeze to make proud parents,  

faculty and staff comfortable under the traditional yellow and white tent.  The tent was filled to capacity with  
approximately 250 people in attendance. 
   The two-hour ceremony, followed by a reception in the Porter Building, was enjoyed by all.  The ceremony ended 
in a flurry of tears, tears of joy, that is, after members of the senior class shared reflections on their experiences.  It 
was a proud moment for all to see how they have matured. We wish future success to Candice Haak, Liane Kush, 
Theresa Lopes, Patrick Lothrop, John Millerick , Stephen Walling, and Robert Wilson, and encourage them to 
remain involved in the Willow Hill School community. 
  Congratulations to the middle and high school students for their academic, athletic and extracurricular awards.  The 
following students accepted awards of special merit:  Liane Kush received the Alumni Scholarship Award for aca-
demic excellence and good citizenship. Leanara Considine, Nicholas Constantino, Colleen Crowley, Samuel 
Folan, Jacob Gross, John Millerick , and Joshua Sacks were presented with the Award of Excellence for achieve-
ment, good citizenship, extracurricular activity, leadership, and understanding self as a learner. 
  The faculty and staff of Willow Hill School are proud of our students’ accomplishments in the classroom, on the 
athletic field, and in all other areas of performance. 

  Reflections from members of our senior class were mature, thoughtful and emotionally charged.   
Due to the length of the speeches, it is impossible to include the entire remarks.  The following 
statements are highlights: 
 
  “I would like to thank my parents.  They helped me get where I am today, and are the best people I 
know.  I would also like to thank my best friends for being who they are, making me laugh when I am 
having a bad day or am just sad, and have always stood by me and helped to guide me to where I am 
today.” – Candace Haak 
 

  “The teachers made learning fun, exciting and rewarding.  It was not only the teachers that made 
me feel valued, but all of the staff and administration at Willow Hill who took the time to get to  
know me.” – Liane Kush 
 

  “Today is a celebration for our accomplishments here at Willow Hill School.  I want to thank my 
teachers and staff for their involvement in my success.  They have been there with support and 
encouragement in the difficult times.  The good times have been acknowledged and praised.   
I want to thank my family for their guidance, love and encouragement as I have traveled through the 
years.  My years as a student here at Willow Hill School have ended but the great memories  
will last forever.” – Theresa Lopes 
         REFLECTIONS , page 2 

Senior Reflections  

Tears of Joy 
Flow at  
Summercomes 

Haak 

Kush 

Lopes 

Class of 2008 

 

A Newsletter for Alumni, Parents and Friends of Willow Hill School 



 

Willow Hill School 
Board of Trustees 

�
 

Philip A. Mason 
Chairman of the Board 

 

Marion L. Earley 
Vice-Chair 

 

Jeffrey F. Jones 
Treasurer 

 
Diane Heinsohn 

Secretary 
 

Susan Garber 
 

Jan Goring 
 

Jane Taves 
 

Dr. Rhonda Taft-Farrell 
Head of School 

 

A Letter from The Head of School 

 
Mission 

 
 

Willow Hill School provides a 
supportive and individualized 
educational program for middle 
and high school students who 
are capable of advancing along 
a strong academic curriculum, 
but have experienced frustration 
in earlier school settings.   
 
At Willow Hill School, students 
come to understand and 
appreciate their personal 
learning styles and develop the 
skills and habits that enable 
them to succeed as lifelong 
learners and responsible 
members of their communities. 
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  Members of the senior class generously con-
tributed a welcome banner and podium signage 
to the Willow Hill School as a special thank you 
for the  faculty, staff and administration’s  
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Gifts of Appreciation support during their time at the school.       
  The banner has a permanent home in  
the lobby of the Mason Building.  The 
podium signage was displayed at  
Summercomes and will remain an  
essential component at future events. 

Dear Parents and Friends of Willow Hill School: 
 
  This school year was a successful experience for many people connected to Willow Hill 
School.  As you read through this edition of the Willow Branch, you will notice the variety 
of experiences and opportunities made available to students.  Our students benefited from 
academic and social activities in the classroom, on the playing fields, on stage and in the 
community. 
  Teachers worked to keep the school alive with creativity and challenge balanced with 
comfort and safety.  Although students were eager to leave for the summer, the last minutes 
spent close to their teachers were very warm and nice to watch.  
  On behalf of the faculty and staff, have a healthy, happy and safe vacation.   Our doors are 
open all summer should you need to visit.  We look forward to September and School Year 
2008-09. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rhonda Taft-Farrell, Ed.D. 
Head of School 
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  “I feel that Willow Hill has made a major impact on my life, and for that I thank all the 
teachers and especially my parents.  Thank you Mom and Dad I don’t know what I 
would have done without you.” – Patrick Lothrop 

  “Through the hardest times of my life, my father was there to 
fight for me and my mother to protect me.  They both realized 
that from the day I was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome 
that I would need all the help and love they had to give to get me 
to this moment.” – John Millerick 

  “Thanks to my parents and everyone at Willow Hill, I believe 
that I will now be able to throw myself into college life . . . and  
succeed.” – Stephen Walling 
 
  “During these past 4+ years here at Willow Hill, I’ve become 
more organized, more focused on the tasks that I have to com-
plete, less susceptible to teasing, more of a world traveler, a 
faster runner, and even better actor and musician, and less dis-
tracted than I was when I arrived.” – Robert Wilson 

 

  Kudos to the Senior Class!!!  Members of the Class of 2008 received a total of $66,000 
in scholarships, and have been accepted at the following post-secondary institutions:  
Anna Maria College, Bentley College, Boston University, Curry College, Fitchburg State 
College, Hallmark Institute of Photography, Hartwick College, Massachusetts Bay Com-
munity College, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, Middlesex Community College, 
Merrimack College, Mount Ida College, Newbury College, New England College, Regis 
College, Stonehill College, The New England Institute of Art, University of Massachu-
setts—Dartmouth, and Westfield State College. 



The Spring Fling—“An Evening  
to Remember” 

  The black and white semi-formal was held on May 2 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Natick, Massachusetts.  Larry Corcoran , our in-house 
photographer, captured the essence of the event in a myriad of  
candid photos. 
  At the dance, all high school classes were well represented.  Many 
students brought guests, while others decided to come in groups or solo.  
Several alumni returned as guests to enjoy the evening. 
  The majority of music selected by students was from the 60s, 70s, and 
80s, proving good music is undoubtedly timeless.  While some cut the 
rug on the dance floor, others were perfectly content to mingle and chat.  
The two DJs kept the evening lively. 
  All attendees received candy tins as a memento of the occasion, and the 
ladies received white roses as parting gifts.  From the mood of the 
evening, the dance was a tremendous hit! 

Willow Hill Players Present 
Inherit the Wind  

 

  On May 9th and 10th The Willow Hill Players  
presented Inherit the Wind, by Jerome Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee, to a full house. This famous drama recre-
ates the “Monkey Trial” in Tennessee in 1925, when a 
school teacher was arrested for teaching evolution in his 
classroom.  More than one-half century later, the play 
remains timeless, relevant and controversial. 
  “The actors became very invested in their characters’ 
real-life counterparts, researching transcripts of the ac-
tual trial.  There were lively discussions regarding the 
facts versus the fictional aspects of the play in which 
actors tried to discern what point the playwrights wished 
to make,” states Teacher of Theatre Arts Margot Law . 
  The set for this production, built by the students, pur-
posely used the entire room, not just the stage.  A hotel’s 
front porch, the brick-front entrance to the court house 
and the train station were built out in the audience space.  
Jurors were selected from the evening’s audience, giving 
the whole show an aura of playing in real-time. 

Clockwise Josh Sacks as E.K. Hornbeck; 
Stephen Walling plays Henry Drummond, 
shown here interrogating witness Dan Harris;  
Rachel Brown played by Elena Bennett is 
cross examined by Matthew Harrison Brady 
played by John Millerick ; and Matthew 
Taylor Curby as defendant Bertram Cates, 
comforts Rachel. 

Patrick Lothrop  and guest 

Charlie Redepenning and John Milllerick 

New York, New York 
  Our high school students visited New York City for three days in April.  The main attractions visited were:  the  
Metropolitan Museum of Art and American Museum of Natural History, NBC, the United Nations, Central Park,  
Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty.  Other excursions included The Actors Workshop, and tickets to an evening  
performance of The Lion King.   
  Preparation for the trip was the curriculum of an elective class.  Students researched and wrote reports on the places 
they would visit.  After returning from the trip, The Willow Hill Guide to New York City, a book of research and reflec-
tions, was created.  The following quotes are from the book:  “I got to do some amazing things that I can’t even put into 
words; it was so fantastic,” commented Brendan O’Leary.  “Even if I live to be 80,” reflected Kate Roberts, “the  
New York trip is something I will never forget.” 
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Willow Hill at Model UN 
  This year marks our third for participation in the Regional Con-
ference of the Greater Boston United Nations Association, which 
is held for two days in May at Northeastern University.  Willow 
Hill was one of 25 participating schools.  Our students were 
among a group of approximately 300 high school students who 
represented member UN nations on several committees.   
  One of our own delegates, John Millerick , representing Austra-
lia, received the Best Position Paper award for his fluoridation 
proposal at the World Bank Executive Directors Summit.  John’s 
performance in all aspects of the committee process was out-
standing. He is the first at Willow Hill to win this prestigious 
award. 
  Model UN is a program that introduces students to the work of 
the United Nations and current international issues.  The Global 
Classrooms Peacekeeping Unit curriculum was introduced to  
Willow Hill School in the 2005 – 2006 academic year.  This cur-
riculum is essential for students to acquire the research, resolution-
writing, caucusing and public speaking skills necessary to partici-
pate in the annual Model United Nations Conference, which simu-
lates the real-life committee meetings of the UN. 

   
John Millerick  

      addresses assembly 
 

Envirothon 
   
  The Massachusetts Envirothon is a natural resource educa-
tion program for high school students.  The purpose of the 
program is to encourage learning about the natural environ-
ment through workshops, presentations, and competitive 
events.   

  This year, six students, five primary competitors and 
an alternate, represented Willow Hill in the Massa-
chusetts Envirothon competition.  Primary team 
members were seniors Liane Kush and Stephen 
Walling, junior John Conboy, and sophomores 
Tomas Martinez, Josh Sacks and Charlie 
Thibeault.  Theresa Lopes, our alternate, competed 
on a special “alternates” team this year.    
  The rationale for the competition is to test knowl-
edge of water, soils, wildlife, forestry, agriculture, 
and a current environmental issue.  This year’s cur-
rent issue was “Outdoor Recreation.”  Our students 
traveled to UMass Amherst for an off-site workshop 
to secure resources and reference materials required 
to complete the program successfully.   
  While learning about the natural world around them, 
our students were given the opportunity to meet and 
compete with students from over 40 schools across 
the Commonwealth.  The competition was intense, 
but friendly and fun. 

Pictured l. to r. Josh Sacks, Liane Kush, Stephen Walling, 
John Conboy, Theresa Lopes, Tomas Martinez,  
and coaches Carol Holley and Rob Smith. 
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Boat Ride on Pawtucket Canal 

  On June 12th, Willow Hill middle and high school 
students participated in The River as a Classroom pro-
gram at the Tsongas Industrial History Center at the 
Lowell National Historic Park.   
  Students attended a laboratory workshop where they 
experimented with sources of water pollution.  A boat 
ride followed on the Pawtucket Canal where water tests 
were conducted and data collected.  After the trip, test 
results and conclusions were presented.  The program 
links the social studies curriculum (Industrial Revolu-
tion) with environmental science. 

Brendan O’Leary 

Ultimate Frisbee 
   
  The Ultimate Frisbee team traveled to Harvard, Massachusetts to play 
the Bromfield School.  For many players, this was their first Frisbee game 
and/or interscholastic sport.  We congratulate our students for their will-
ingness to take healthy risks.   
  Despite some early jitters, the team settled down and moved the Frisbee 
well in the second half.  The Bromfield squad displayed its experience 
and pulled away to a comfortable victory.   
  However, two days later . . . battled tested, the team returned to the field 
to play the Clearway School on our home field.  The hours and toil of rig-
orous  training proved worthwhile as our team’s speed was too much for 
the visitors.  Willow Hill finished regulation time with a healthy 9-1 win 
in front of an enthusiastic crowd. 

Sweet Ending 
 
  On June 16th, Willow Hill students made their last field trip of the 
academic year to the famous Kimball’s Ice Cream in Westford, Mas-
sachusetts.  The day was dreary, but spirits were not dampened.     
  Students enthusiastically boarded the buses in anticipation of a  
fun-filled day of mini golf, bumper boats, ice cream, and, for those  
so inclined, shopping at Kimball’s gift store.   

Elena Bennett  

Benjamin Franchi 
and Ben Jacobs 
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Duck Tour 
   
  On a picturesque day in June, members of the senior class boarded a bus and headed for adventure on the Boston Duck 
Tours.  With the ConDUCKtor pointing out attractions along the way, the amphibious vehicle was driven through the  
City of Boston and on the Charles River.  Candace Haak and Theresa Lopes were invited to take the helm and steer the 
vehicle on the River.   
  This outing was an opportunity for seniors to gather together one last time as a class.  Pictures were taken by tour  
operators as a memento of the occasion.  The tour was followed by lunch at Maggiano’s Little Italy were food was  
plentiful and delicious. 



Margot Law Receives 
Judith B. Vaillancourt Award 

  Margot Law was surprised and visibly moved as she 
received a standing ovation from students, parents,  
and her peers as she accepted the Judith B. Vaillancourt 
Award at Summercomes on Saturday, June 7th.  The 
award is well deserved.  Our warmest congratulations  
go out to Margot with our continued admiration  
and support. 
  The criteria for receiving the award is based on obser-
vations made by parents, faculty, and staff that represent 
the following:  1) the spirit of the mission of the Willow 
Hill School; 2) the positive impact on one particular stu-
dent or student body; 3) effective communication with 
students and parents; and 4) commitment to his or her 
continuing education.   

The Auction—“An Evening  
of Possibilities” 
  Days before and up to the morning of our auction on Saturday, 
April 5, the sky was filled with clouds and it rained heavily.  
Early afternoon, on the day of the auction, the sun appeared and 
the temperature rose, creating an unusually warm evening.  Ap-
parently, even Mother Nature was on board with Willow Hill’s 
plans for a successful event. 
  The Mason Building gymnasium was transformed into a room 
that was unrecognizable.  The evening began with the “Magic 
of Bonaparte.”  The magician was well received as he strolled 
through the crowds, mesmerizing guests with his tricks, ori-
gami, and balloon sculptures.  This set the tone for a magical 
“Evening of Possibilities.”     
  Thanks to the generosity of faculty and staff, parents, teachers 
and local retail establishments, the event boasted 132 raffle 
items.  There was something for every price range.  The most 
popular items were student class baskets, restaurant gift certifi-
cates, edible items, and, of course, anything associated with 
sports.  The live auction included a slide show presentation, 
featuring our students and their accomplishments. 
  There were lots of smiles and laugher and some friendly bid-
ding wars, which made for a successful evening.  Kudos to the 
auction committee for putting many hours of time and thought 
into every aspect of this event to make it look effortless! 

 
 Willow Hill School 
 98 Haynes Road 
 Sudbury, MA  01776 

Badge of Distinction 

 

  Parents and students, show your Willow Hill pride!  
Display your automobile decal.  If you did not receive 
one, please call Deb Driskell at 978-443-2581 in the 
Special Events and Fundraising office. 
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We lo
ok forward to see

ing you  

at the Back to School Picnic o
n 

Thursday, A
ugust 2

8th. 

 

Have a
 wonderfu

l su
mmer!  


